
BOARD OF SELECTMEN VIRTUAL MEETING 

Wednesday, January 20, 2021 – 6:00 PM – via Zoom 

PRESENT: Al Hanson, Chair; Neal Pilson, Selectman; Roger Manzolini, Selectman; Danielle Fillio, Town 

Administrator; Elizabeth Goodman, Atty.; Christian Hanson, Balderdash 

Al opened the meeting by requesting a reading of the Governor’s Executive Order pertaining to the changes in 

the Open Meeting Law during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Neal moved to reopen the public hearing on Balderdash’s Special Permit Amendment. Elizabeth reported that 

the feedback requested from Balderdash’s attorney was received only hours before this meeting, which did 

not allow any time for review. In that case, it was decided to require the two attorneys to have met, discussed 

and agreed upon a revised amendment and send to the Board for review at least three days prior to that 

meeting. Neal made a motion to continue the hearing to February 10th which was seconded by Roger and 

passed by unanimous vote. Roger asked Danielle to forward via email the revised amendment when she 

receives it from the attorneys to anyone wishing to receive a copy.  

Perry’s Peak Hollow Fields Parking Request: Danielle advised the Board that the application has been 

removed and a request was made to remove the item from the agenda. 

Richmond Cemetery Burial Request – Manzolini Plot: Roger approached the Board to request their approval 

for the burial of his children, James Manzolini and Rebecca (Manzolini) Chiaramonti. They were Richmond 

residents for 17 years although they do not any longer reside in Richmond. Seeing no impediment to approval, 

Al moved to grant approval for the future burial of the Manzolini children in the Richmond Cemetery. The 

motion was seconded by Neal and approved by unanimous vote with Roger abstaining. 

Green Burial – Regulations and Fees: Danielle, working with Steve Paterson, the Cemetery Superintendent, 

has drafted a proposal to put into the cemetery regulations all burial fees and to add a settling fee to green 

burials to offset the additional expense. Green burials, like all burials in the Richmond Cemeteries, must be 

done through the offices of a funeral home. In the case of a cloth-only burial, the family must be advised that 

they will be responsible for lowering the body into the grave and in the case of a winter burial, the cost of 

clearing the driveways will be the responsibility of the family. 

Discussion of Quiet Time Signs for Town Properties: Roger asked for discussion of his idea to have signs made 

to read “Quiet Please. Per the request of the Town of Richmond, please refrain from making noise while 

visiting this property.” He suggested that they be placed in such areas as the Boat Ramp, etc. where the Town 

has received numerous complaints about the noise levels. There was a discussion of the ability to enforce such 

signs and whether it is worth the effort. Leslie Breeding said that other towns using quiet signs find that if the 

signs don’t work, the business owner hires a monitor to remind people and enforce the quietness. Neal noted 

that it is not the intention here to have those signs on commercial properties.  

With the general agreement among the Board members to pursue the issue, Danielle will bring to the next 

meeting samples and a proposal for the creation of the signs. 

Approval of the Minutes of December 16, 2020 and January 6, 2021: Having read the revised minutes, Neal 

moved to approve the Dec. 16, 2020 and January 6, 2021 minutes of the Board of Selectmen meetings. The 

motion was seconded by Roger and adopted by universal consent. 

Selectmen’s Matters: Roger spoke about collecting lodging fees. He wondered if the Town does that at all. 

Danielle advised him that the Town does very little in the way of collecting lodging taxes and does not tax Air 



B&Bs at all. In a discussion of the unfairness of collecting lodging taxes from a few places and not all, it was 

decided to have Danielle look into imposing a lodging tax on a universal basis. 

Roger was concerned with getting the information on the proposed new building out to all of Richmond’s 

residents. He suggested using the reverse 911 system to advise everyone of the upcoming presentation by the 

Building Committee so that it will be well attended. Kathryn Wilson read the draft of the proposed message to 

be sent, which met with approval. After it was made clear that this would be a one-time use of reverse 911 for 

information and not an emergency, Danielle was asked to arrange for the notice to go out by Friday, in 

anticipation of the Saturday presentation. The message is to be sent at 4:45 PM on Friday, January 22, 2021. 

Neal reported on a call from a resident about a stranger in her driveway, knocking on her door. Neal suggested 

that if she felt threatened, she should  call the State Police. He subsequently discovered that it was a door-to-

door solar panel salesman. That prompted him to ask if the Town had any procedure for registering or 

permitting unsolicited sales. Danielle will research. 

Al asked about residents of Lenox whose property is in Lenox. In a discussion, he was advised that some 

residents pay taxes in both towns and that there is a reciprocal agreement with Lenox about plowing snow – 

Lenox plows Lenox Mountain Road and Richmond does View Drive and Osceola Notch road. Al was pleased to 

know the arrangements were reciprocal. 

Town Administrator Report: Danielle advised the Board that she is working on various updates for them and 

that she tends to put those issues in as items on the agenda rather than just in the TA report so residents will 

know what is being discussed.  

Next Meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 10th. 

There being no further items before the Board, Al moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded 

and adopted by unanimous vote. 

 

Signed: 

 

___________________________ 

Alan Hanson, Chair  


